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FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC CRISIS
EPCA Delegates Prepare For Downturn In Chemical                

 Industry:  Braving The Storm
 Europe’s petrochemical sector is bracing itself for a 
tough few years, and delegates at the recent EPCA meeting 
in Monaco were looking for long-term solutions.  An outside 
observer watching the procession of Ferraris, Bentleys 
and convertible Rolls-Royces careering around the hairpin 
bends of Monte Carlo, Monaco, would have no inkling of 
an impending economic downturn. 
 Looking down on the opulent cocktail party at this 
year’s European Petrochemical Association (EPCA) event, 
held by the pool in one of the principality’s best hotels, the 
same observer would remain in equally blissful ignorance.
But listen to the conversations going on, and it is clear that 
people are worried. 
 After enjoying its best three or four years ever, 
Europe’s petrochemical sector is battening down the hatches. 
The collapsing fi nancial sector, weakening demand, high and 
volatile feedstock prices, and the imminent arrival of millions 
of tons of Middle Eastern polymer capacity were hot topics 
throughout the three-day event at the end of September.  Yet 
chemical industry executives are optimists by nature, so 
rather than wallowing in misery, what most focused on was 
how to emerge in a healthy state from it all.
 In the short term, further delays to commercial 
production at Middle East projects offer hope that the market 
will not be fl ooded, at least until the global economy picks 
up again and demand returns.
 Gulf Petrochemicals and Chemicals Association 
Secretary General Abdullah S. bin Zaid al-Hagbani told ICIS 
that most of the new polymer capacities in the Middle East 
would only come into commercial production in the second 
half of 2009, with full production in 2010.

FEEDSTOCK SHORTAGE
 In the longer term, though, he warned that European 
petrochemical players had to invest in the Middle East or 
face feedstock shortages in years to come.
 Al-Hagbani added that because the Gulf region would 
be refi ning an increasing proportion of its oil domestically, 

there would be less product available for export to Western 
refi ners and downstream consumers.  Western petrochemical 
companies need to act now, he said, by cooperating with Gulf 
companies to ensure access to chemical feedstocks in the future. 
“In 20 years’ time, if you are not tied up with a refi ner or have 
global reach, you will have problems,” he said. “By 2025, there 
will be a shortage of available feedstocks in Europe.”

PROXIMITY ADVANTAGE
 In his keynote speech, Francois Cornelis, president of 
French group Total Chemicals, said the best way to compete 
with the Middle East would be to exploit cluster synergies, 
with European companies taking advantage of their greater 
proximity to customers.
 He insisted that moving Europe away from commodity 
chemicals simply would not work. “The grand vision of Europe 
centered on high-tech fi rms while the rest of the world produces 
base chemicals is nonsense. Chemicals is a highly integrated 
activity that will not perform in the downstream without the 
backing of the upstream.”
 Cornelis suggested that an extended ethylene and 
propylene (PP) pipeline linking the nine major European hubs 
would permit higher operating rates and trade.

UNIPETROL FALLS SHORT
 There were some interesting encounters on the 
sidelines of the conference. Francois Vleugels, CEO of Czech 
refi ning and chemical group Unipetrol told ICIS: “There is no 
way we will meet our full-year earnings before interest and tax 
(EBIT) forecasts. We would need a miracle to do that as we 
were too far behind in the fi rst half.”
 At the end of its fi rst half, the company had only 
achieved EBIT of koruny (Kc) 1.49bn ($82m, €60m) against a 
full-year target of Kc4.8bn. Vleugels said: “We had a disastrous 
June, with ethylene and propylene prices fi xed while feedstocks 
rocketed.”
 Since then, margins have gradually improved and in 
September, were back to normal.  To survive in this 
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FINANCIAL AND ECONOMIC CRISIS
(Continued from Page 1...)

environment, Vleugels has been modernizing Unipetrol, 
boosting non-cyclical products, and saving €3m ($4m) in 
fi xed costs by closing regional sales offi ces.

BEWARE THE RUSSIANS
 Poland and the Czech Republic are heavily dependent 
on Russian crude oil fl owing through the Friendship pipeline.
During the summer, the two countries agreed to allow the 
US to site radar missile shields on their soil. Vleugels said 
Russian supplies were then cut. 
 However, Unipetrol was able to bring in alternative 
supplies via the Mediterranean.  For oil and chemical groups 
in Central and Eastern Europe, rising tension between Russia 
and the West, especially since the confl ict with Georgia, 
makes fi nding alternative supplies even more crucial.
Source: ICIS Chemical Business 
08 October 2008

IMPORTANT EVENTS
Associated Wire Rope Fabricators General Meeting

April 19-22, 2009
Hilton Downtown, Austin, TX

www.awrf.org

Techtextil North America
April 21-23, 2009

Sands Expo & Convention Center, Las Vegas, NV
www.techtextilNA.com

Cordage Institute Annual Conference
May 13-15, 2009

Marriott Riverfront, Savannah, GA
www.cordageinstitute.com 

Web Sling and Tie Down Association Annual Meeting
June 1-5, 2009

Grove Park Inn, Asheville, NC
www.wstda.com

Eurocord Annual Meeting
June 28-30, 2009

Melia Palas Atenea Hotel, Palma de Majorca, Spain
www.eurocord.com

International WorkBoat Show
December 2-4, 2009

Morial Convention Center, New Orleans, LA
www.workboatshow.com
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at Hilary Stewart’s (1984) book Cedar for an excellent 
description of traditional rope making by Native American 
women of the Northwest coast.
 Thigh-rolling is the fastest way to make fine 
cordage or string for sewing. If you look closely at most 
hand made cord, the plies are twined around in a ‘Z’ twist. 
The individual strands in ‘Z” twist will be twisted in the 
opposite direction in an ‘S’ twist. Many plants that are 
infl exible or brittle when they are dry become pliable when 
soaked or dampened. 
 This is a condensed version of a very interesting 
paper. There is even a short animated video in the body.   
Go to http://www.nativetech.org and click on Weaving 
and Cordage, then select Cordage from Plant & Animal 
Materials.

 Native Americans have always possessed a vast 
knowledge of cordage. The basic methods of this ancient 
technology have remained relatively unchanged. Cordage 
is made from two or more strips of fi bers that are twisted 
or plied together. In the Eastern Forests of North America, 
Native Americans left the impressions of cord wrapped 
paddles and netting marks on their pottery 3,000 years ago. 
The dry desert cave environments of the western coast of 
North America still preserve sandals and other textiles of 
cordage hand-twisted thousands of years ago.
 In New England during the 1600’s, the cordage 
made by Native Americans for their fi shing lines and nets 
were superior to that of Europeans’ by their own accounts. 
 Not only was this hand-made rope and string 
perfectly made, the tensile strength of many indigenous 
fi bers was great enough to catch the largest sturgeon and 
salmon, and even for harpoon lines to retrieve whales and 
other sea mammals. The fi ber cordage made from plants 
growing in New England was praised by Europeans for 
its fi ne quality, durability and superiority to English hemp: 
“Their cordage is so even, soft, and smooth, that it looks 
more like silk than hempe; their Sturgeon netts be not 
deepe, not above 30 or 40 foote long”. (Wood 1865)
 ‘Indian Hemp’ or dogbane (Apocynum 
cannabinum, also called armyroot and black Indian hemp) 
was probably the most prevalent kind of fi ber used for 
cordage. Native Americans made cord and thread from the 
fi ber of many plants, trees (including evergreen roots), and 
other materials such as animal sinew and rawhide. Other 
types of plant fi bers used for making cord include Velvet 
Leaf, the inner rind of the wormseed plant, swamp and 
hairy milkweed, and toad fl ax.
 Once fibers and plant materials were finally 
prepared, Native Americans in southern New England 
used the threads and cords to make ropes and lines, nets, 
baskets and bags, belts and straps, shoes and many other 
items. 
 Methods for making rope or heavy cord from fi bers 
involve anchoring two lengths of fi bers to a post or to your 
toes, and tightly twisting each length in turn to the right. 
Then the right-most twisted length is passed over the left 
length (i.e. you switch lengths between your two hands). 
The process is repeated, twisting the individual lengths, 
and then crossing the lengths over each other, splicing 
in new lengths of fi ber to get the desired length. Look 

HOW MANY OF YOU KNEW?
Excerpts from NativeTech: 
 Native American Cordage

NEW MEMBERS OF THE 
CORDAGE INSTITUTE 

Associate Member

DuPont Company  
Richmond, VA

www.dupont.com
Products:  Nomex ®, Kevlar ®

RITM
 Research Innovation Textile Machinery

Cowansville, QC, Canada
www.ritm-fr.com

Products:  Creels, Twisting Machinery

Academic Member
      

EPRI 
(Electric Power Research Institute)

Lenox, MA
www.epri.com

Visit us online at: 
www.cordageinstitute.com
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 I&I Sling Inc. has teamed up with Chant Engineering 
to design and install the largest test machine on the East coast.  
The “Beast of the East” is 103’ long and has two calibrated load 
cylinders (1-ton to 60-ton) and (60 ton to 600-ton) with 12’ of 
combined ram.  This machine can cycle test up to 50,000 times 
and is equipped with elongation measurement (stretch) which 
prints next to the load measurement on the computer generated 
graph.
 16” wide custom adapters are available to test wider 
high performance roundslings.  A dual overhead crane system 

600 TON TEST MACHINE INSTALLED 
AT I&I SLINGMAX HEADQUARTERED 

IN ASTON, PA

facilitates easy loading and unloading of the test specimens 
from our dock to the machine and back.  If you need certifi ed 
testing on a calibrated machine from 1 ton to 600 tons please 
call the customer service department in Aston, PA. 
 “We couldn’t live without this machine any longer,” 
says Scott St. Germain, President of I&I Sling.  “Our rigging 
customers are demanding larger and larger capacity Twin-
Path® roundslings.  We’ve made and sold slings up to 3,300 
tons of breaking strength each, but now we can proof test more 
of these monster slings in house.”  
 Not only is this machine being used by rigging shops 
around the country, but St. Germain reports interest outside 
the rigging industry.  “We’ve had several new customers 
breaking all kinds of stuff on this machine, either to validate 
their inventions or to defend themselves in a lawsuit.”  One 
guy asked us to break several basketball rims.”  St. Germain 
jokes, “It’s nice to fi nally have a hydraulic cage surrounding 
everything we break.”
 I&I Sling was founded by Dennis St. Germain Sr. 
in 1962 and has a total of 6 full service rigging locations 
on the East coast.  Each is equipped with its own calibrated 
test equipment and each I&I branch maintains its own 
ISO 9001:2000 Quality Certifi cate. I&I Sling is part of the 
Slingmax® Rigging Solutions Group that has 90 locations 
worldwide.  Slingmax® Rigging Solutions was founded by 
Dennis St. Germain Sr. in 1986 and is also headquartered in 
Aston, PA.  For more information  please visit
 www.iandisling.com and www.slingmax.com.

PETER LANCE APPOINTED 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF 

CORDAGE INSTITUTE
  Peter Lance was appointed 
as the Executive Director of the 
Cordage Institute by the Board of 
Directors at their October 2008 
meeting.  Mr. Lance has served as the 
Institute’s Administrative Director for 
over seven years.
  Robert H. Ecker, who has 
served as Executive Director of the 
Institute since 1999, recommended the 
appointment, and commented, “Pete 

has been very active in the management of the Cordage 
Institute for the past seven years, and I think his appointment 
as Executive Director refl ects the work he has been doing for 
the Institute for quite some time.”  Mr. Ecker will continue 
with the Institute as a Management Advisor.
 Mr. Lance was also recently promoted to Vice 
President of MultiService Management Company, located 
in the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania suburb of Wayne and 
specializing in the management of trade associations and 
professional societies.
 Prior to joining MultiService Management Company, 
Mr. Lance worked as an Account Manager for a Philadelphia-
based advertising agency, where he developed targeted 
advertising campaigns and media strategies.  He is a member 
of the Delaware Valley Society of Association Executives 
and the American Society of Association Executives, and 
he has a B.S. in Marketing from St. Joseph’s University in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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Visit us online at:
www.cordageinstitute.com

to order or learn more 
about Cordage Institute 
Standards & Guidelines.  

Some documents are 
available for free 

downloading!

CORDAGE INSTITUTE PLANS ANNUAL CONFERENCE
 The Cordage Institute’s 89th Annual Conference 
will be held Wednesday, May 13th – Friday, May 15th at 
the Marriott Riverfront in Savannah, Georgia.  
 Please note that the days of the meeting have 
shifted by one day, with the meeting beginning on 
Wednesday and ending on Friday, in order to address 
feedback from Cordage Institute members.  The new 
schedule will allow members to attend the full conference 
and return home earlier in the week.    
 In addition, the days of the Technical Seminar 
and General Business Session have been switched.  The 
General Business Session will be on Thursday, May 14th 
and the Technical Seminar will be on Friday, May 15th.  
 The Technical Committee will meet on 
Wednesday, May 13th, and their meeting will be followed 
by a Welcome Reception & Dinner sponsored by the 
Associate Members. 
 The program will include plenty of networking 
opportunities, industry-specifi c technical presentations, 
table top displays by Associate Members, and a roundtable 
discussion session.  There will also be a presentation on 
“Building a Winning Culture in Challenging Times” by 

John Spence, who due to the popularity of his presentation 
at last year’s conference, has been invited back to present 
at this year’s conference.  Mr. Spence is known for taking 
massive amounts of research combined with his own 
personal hands-on experience to deliver timely, focused, 
results-driven programs. You don’t want to miss it!  
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Knots & Notes
TUEFELBERGER STRENGTHENS 

R&D RESOURCES
 Klaus Hemmers joined Teufelberger in the summer 
of 2008. Mr. Hemmers brings with him a broad professional 
background in Process Technology, Product Application 
Engineering, and Quality Management. Notably, he has 
managed all aspects of production of fi ber reinforcement 
and composites.
 Mr. Hemmers will direct the activities of the 
International R&D Group within the FIBERROPE Division 
of Teufelberger at its facilities in Austria, the Czech Republic, 
and the US (New England Ropes). He will be focused on 
the planning, coordinating, and global management of R&D 
projects for product, process and technology development 
in response to market and production requirements.
 “We are happy to have Klaus and his experience 
on our team,” said Rudolph Kirth, Technical Director of 
Teufelberger Fiberrope. “Together with him we will continue 
to support our existing markets and will open new markets 
with innovations and new technologies.” 

       NEW HOT KNIFE DESIGN CUTS 
HIGH-TECH FIBER

Hot-blade Cutting Offers Benefi ts Over Scissors
 High-tech organic fi bers such aramids are used in a 
variety of nonwoven and fabric applications where strength, 
toughness, abrasion resistance and resistance top cutting are 
important parameters. In safety applications such as personal 
protective equipment, gloves, chain saw chaps, protective 
apparel and others, the resistance of the material to blade 
cuts is essential to success of the product.
 Now the downside – during cut-and-sew operations 
to assemble the fi nal net shape, resistance to cutting by knife 
blades can be a problem and can increase production time 
and costs.
 One of the more recent entries into the market for 
protective materials is Vectran®, a liquid crystal polymer 
fi ber made by Kuraray. Vectran fi ber’s unique properties 
provide a number of benefi ts. 
 While cutting thick Vectran fabric samples for 
laboratory testing, Kuraray noted a rapid degradation 

of cutting speeds as blades dulled due to the hard nature 
of the LCP polymer used to produce the fi bers. Because 
of the diffi culty experienced in cutting Vectran, Kuraray 
turned to the German-based equipment manufacturer, 
HSGM (Heissschneide-Gerate und-Maschinen) to make 
recommendations for possible heat cutting of Vectran fabrics 
 In heat cutting, the blade of the cutting tool is heated 
to a temperature above the zero-strength temperature of 
the fi ber. After several cutting trials, HSGM was able to 
cut Vectran fabrics at a good speed and produce a welded 
edge, when using the proper heat settings and recommended 
blades.

      FIBER-LINE, INC. NEW POSITION
 Fiber-Line Inc. has named Robert Thompson to 
the newly formed position of Vice President Sales and 
Marketing. Bob joined the company in 1998 and has worked 
in a number of capacities including Engineering Manager 
and most recently Sales Manager.   He holds a B.S. in 
Commerce and Engineering from Drexel University and a 
Masters Degree in Business Administration from Loyola 
University.   
 Mr. Thompson is slated to become president of the 
Cordage Institute in 2009. Fiber-line Inc., headquartered in 
Hatfi eld, PA with operations in Hickory, North Carolina and 
Leeuwarden, The Netherlands, is a manufacturer and supplier 
of coated high performance fi bers and cords.

MIAMI CORDAGE / FLORIDA 
WIRE AND RIGGING WORKS 
ANNOUNCES A NUMBER OF 

COMPANY CHANGES
 Miami Cordage / Florida Wire and Rigging Works 
has taken on a new Vice President of Operations, Joel Ellison, 
who relocated from South Africa with his family 2 years ago.  
Formerly a COO of a large manufacturing company, Joel 
brings 16 years of fi nancial and operational experience to 
Miami Cordage. He has an MBA and has enjoyed continued 
success throughout his career in improving operational 
effi ciencies. With his extensive experience in Asia, Joel will 

Continued on Page 7...
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MIAMI CORDAGE / FLORIDA 
WIRE AND RIGGING WORKS 
ANNOUNCES A NUMBER OF 

COMPANY CHANGES
(Continued from Page 6...)

spearhead Miami Cordage’s continuing expansion.
 Jason Hoffman, son of Kandi & Rollin Stirman, has 
taken the business to the Pacifi c Northwest and has set up 
shop in Seattle.  Jason heads up new business development for 
Miami Cordage. 17 years of experience with Miami Cordage 
has given Jason an extensive knowledge of the cordage, 
marine and rigging industries.  
 Many new and exciting products have also been 
introduced or are under development including 12-strand 
Dyneema up to 3-1/2” diameter & heat-set nylon lines for 
windlass ropes and other applications.
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All proceeds benefit historic
preservation and education
in science and technology.

Bonus: 3 Complete Historical Films

What ties together prehistoric tools, Ben
Franklin, trust busting, railroads, drug laws,
plastics, nanotubes and space travel? Discover
the unexpected twists that join these threads
in Ropewalk, a film about ropemaking’s effects
on agriculture and industry from the Civil War
to the present. Ropewalk explores rope’s ancient
beginnings, world history and future
possibilities.

Presented by the Engineers Club of  Dayton
Foundation, the Cordage Institute, and award-
winning documentary filmmaker, Steve Fetsch.

Ropewalk: A Cordage Engineer’s
Journey Through History
A new 60-minute documentary on DVD

View the trailer at StoryOfRope.org

Order from FilmBaby.com N
o

w
 O

n

N
etflix

!

“A surprisingly fascinating local history lesson
and a valentine to an unsung industry.”
- Duante Beddingfield, Dayton City Paper
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