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President's Message
Luis Padilla
Welcome to the summer edition of the Ropecord News! I
hope all of you had an enjoyable, relaxing, and safe
summer.
I would like to start by recognizing Tom Yale for receiving
the Gale Foster Award of Merit. It was a privilege to present
Tom with this award honoring his past and continuing
contribution to our association and the industry. In this
issue, you can find an article with more information on Tom
and this award.
I would like to thank everyone that attended the annual conference at the Rancho Bernardo Inn. I
continue to appreciate the level of involvement from all who attend. The technical committees
continue to make progress on several standards; the membership voted to pass changes to our
dues structures; the guest speakers were well-received by an attentive and engaged audience.
The conference, as always, was extremely well organized and ran smoothly because of the great
work from Pete Lance and James Wolfington. Thank you both for the great work you do for our
association.
Please mark your calendars for our next annual meeting, which will be held in Leesburg, VA on
June 2-5, 2019. This meeting will be held in conjunction with Eurocord. I look forward to seeing
you at our next technical meeting on September 18-19 in Philadelphia.
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Featured Article:

Tom Yale Presented with the 2018 Gale Foster
Award of Merit
Tom Yale, a Past President and longtime member of the
Cordage Institute, was presented with the Gale Foster Award of
Merit during the Institute's 2018 Annual Conference in San
Diego. Named after the well-respected former CI Technical
Director, the Gale Foster Award of Merit is presented to
individuals who have contributed outstanding service to the
organization and to the industry over a substantial period of time.
The award was presented by Luis Padilla, CI President, during
the President's Night Dinner, and brief remarks were also made
by Bill Putnam, Yale Cordage President, and Koen Van
Goethem, I-Coats N.V. Managing Director.
During his acceptance speech, Tom remarked that he was both humbled and honored to receive
the award named after Gale Foster, a man that he called "incredible" and one that he greatly
admitted. He also spoke about his career in the cordage industry.
Continue Reading>>

Featured Article:

The #MeToo Movement and the Impact on Your
Employment Policies and Practices
By Robert J. Weil, Law Office of Robert J. Weil, PLLC
As a legally recognized form of discrimination,
sexual harassment has been on the books since
1979. Over the course of time, prudent businesses
have enacted some manner of policy defining and
prohibiting discrimination and sexual harassment
in the workplace. The regular review, update,
circulation and consistent enforcement of such
non-discrimination and harassment policies
represent critical components of any company's
effort to reduce the risk of a meritorious and costly
claim of discrimination.
The rise of the #MeToo movement has generated a significant increase in the public's awareness

of the nature and level of sexual harassment that has and continues to take place in and outside
of the workplace. The initial use of the term "Me Too" is credited to Tarana Burke, a civil rights
activist who first used the phrase back in 2006 with the goal of increasing the public's
consciousness of sexual harassment and abuse in America. That phrase has now become
synonymous with a far broader movement that is bringing into the light of day innumerable past
and present instances of sexual harassment and other forms of offensive and inappropriate
behavior. In the process, many well-known public figures from the political, business and
entertainment fields have had alleged past misconduct brought into what has become the very
bright spotlight of public opinion. The ubiquitous nature of social media has further served to
expedite the exposure of many previously undisclosed instances and claims of sexual
harassment and abuse.
Continue Reading>>
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Cordage Institute Happenings
Highlights of the Cordage Institute's 2018 Annual
Conference
The 2018 Annual Conference of the Cordage
Institute was held on May 21-23, 2018 at the
Rancho Bernardo Inn in San Diego, California. The
full conference program included a Business and
Industry Meeting, the Annual Technical Seminar,
Technical Committee Meetings, and plenty of
networking opportunities.
Continue Reading>>

Attend the Fall 2018 Technical
Meeting in Philadelphia, PA!
The next meeting of the Cordage Institute's
Technical Committee will be held on Tuesday,
September 18th and Wednesday, September 19th.
In addition, the Cordage Institute's Board of
Directors will meet on Tuesday, September 18th.

Click for More Information>>

Save the Date for the 2019 Joint Conference with Eurocord!
The Cordage Institute and Eurocord are pleased to announce their continued
strong collaborative relationship with the 4th Joint Conference. Please mark your
calendar for June 2-5, 2019 at the Lansdowne Resort and Spa, which is located 12
miles from Dulles International Airport, and 33 miles from Washington, DC, the US
capital.
With four restaurants, four outdoor pools, a fully equipped fitness center, a plethora of
hiking/biking trails, and daily resort activities, the Lansdowne Resort and Spa's amenities are
meant to immerse you in the most authentic Virginia experiences possible. Along with these
amenities is Spa Minérale, a 12,000-square-foot spa with 12 treatment rooms, and the Golf
Club at Lansdowne, which offers 45 holes of private championship golf with exclusive privileges
for resort guest.
The resort is located in Loudowne County, Virginia, which has been designated as one of the 10
Best Wine Travel Destinations by Wine Enthusiast Magazine, and just a few miles from
downtown Leesburg, a place where the Colonial period to the Civil War era meets the modern
advancements of today. It is within a half-hour drive of several Northern Virginia attractions,
including more than 30 local wineries, Civil War battlefields, historical landmarks, national parks,
the Potomac River, and quality outlet shopping. The Blue Ridge Mountains grace the landscape
to the west, and Washington, DC, with all its sights and historic monuments, is less than an
hour away to the east.
The event will offer excellent opportunities to interact and network with both Cordage Institute and
Eurocord members and to engage in strong technical content. The program will feature technical
working group and committee meetings, technical and industry speakers, member presentations,
golf and other social activities.
A meeting notice, with information on the program, will be sent later this year.
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Knots & Notes
by Sarah Padilla, Cordage Institute Technical Director

Back by popular demand, the Knots and Notes section of RopecordNews will inform you of the
standards being developed by the Cordage Institute, as well as by other industry organizations.
As we develop this section of the newsletter, please let us know what type of content is of
interest to you by sending an email to sarah@ropecord.com or info@ropecord.com.

Standards Update
Updates from the Cordage Institute
Standards sub-committees on how things
are progressing since the last newsletter.
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The Standard Review
Updates from other standards bodies that
are relevant to the cordage industry.

Member News and Press Releases
Press Release from Yale Cordage:

New England-Based Yale Cordage Acquires Largest Test
Bed in Eastern US
Yale Cordage announced its acquisition of a Sahm Splice
test bed, with capacity for destructive and non-destructive
testing of synthetic rope, wire rope, shackles, chain, and
slings up to 1,300,000 pounds in tensile and a low-range
capacity of up to 250,000 pounds. With a maximum test
sample length of 116 feet with a 15 foot stroke, it is one of
the largest and most capable test beds in the eastern United
States.
"We are very excited to bring this added test capability to
Yale for our existing and future clients," says Bill Putnam,
President of Yale Cordage. "We're constantly striving to take
the synthetic rope industry to new heights and test the limits
of our engineering capacity, and this test bed is just the next
step in helping us achieve that mission."
Continue Reading>>

Press Release from Samson:

Samson Launches Solution to Streamline MEG4 Transition
and Improve Safety
Samson, the developer of high-performance synthetic rope solutions and global market leader in
commercial marine applications, is pleased to announce the launch of a new integrated
technology and service solution; IcariaTM, designed to facilitate the transition process
to MEG4 operational best practices.
OCIMF's release of the fourth edition of its Mooring Equipment Guidelines marks a significant
change in how mooring systems will be designed, selected, maintained, and retired. In addition,
terminology has been clarified, a robust framework has been created to improve mooring line
selection and purchase, and design guidance is updated to improve mooring line longevity in the
book.

"As the regulatory environment evolves,
vessel owners and operators have the

opportunity to upgrade tools and systems to
ultimately improve safety"
Samson Director of Engineering,
Kris Volpenhein
"Icaria is designed to streamline implementation of
MEG4 best practices by providing advanced tools,
services, consultation, and support for both new and
existing vessels. Icaria customers will have support
in both MEG4 plan development and implementation."
Icaria helps facilitate the transition process by providing assistance with the selection or
confirmation of the appropriate mooring line system, identification of gaps and focus areas for
more frequent or robust maintenance routines, and recommendations for setting service life
expectations.
"Samson has a long track record supporting the shipping industry since converting the first fleets
from steel wire," says Volpenhein. "Icaria is a major evolution in that service, which will allow us
to provide proactive and collaborative line maintenance, alllowing owners and operators to safely
optimize line life while reducing operational risk."
Beyond compliance support, Icaria also includes learning management, training, and
certifications for crew members to improve decision-making. This, combined with extensive data
management, service and maintenance support, and trend analysis makes Icaria the essential
solution for mooring line management and care.
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Press Release from Samson:

Samson Expands Presence in
European Recreational Marine
Market
Samson, worldwide leader in high-performance rope
and market leader in commercial and recreational
marine applications, is pleased to announce a
growing presence in Spain and the surrounding
areas as major distributor, Baitra, expands its
facilities.
Samson has been designing and producing high-modulus polyethylene (HMPE) ropes for marine
markets for over 35 years, more than any other rope manufacturer in the world. Baitra, S.L. has
been a partner distributor of Samson high-performance products since 2015, supporting the

commercial and recreational marine industries in the region spanning Spain, Portugal, and the
Mediterranean Sea and Bay of Biscay regions. Baitra employs a team of 17 people, including a
Samson-trained splicer, a sales team fully-integrated with numerous ship- and boat-building
companies, customer service, administration, and stock management personnel.
Continue Reading>>

Press Release from DSM Dyneema:

Bastiaan de Koning Appointed as Global
Business Director of Commercial Marine
and Sports Business Segment.
He will replace Edwin Grootendorst, who is appointed as
strategic Project Director.
Bastiaan De Koning moves from the position of Global Business
Director, High Protective Textiles (HPT), and prior to this role has
held several commercial and business development roles, amongst
others as regional sales director EMEA for Commercial Marine and
Sports (CMS) in DSM Dyneema.
"The DSM Dyneema strategic leadership team chose Bastiaan to lead the CMS business
segment because of his understanding of the business and the leadership qualities he has
demonstrated throughout his service within our organization," said Olivier Janin, vice president
Commercial, DSM Dyneema. "We are confident that under his leadership, the business will
continue to show accelerated growth together with our partners".
Continue Reading>>

Press Release from the European Commission:

Single-Use Plastics: New EU Rules to
Reduce Marine Litter
With the amount of harmful plastic litter in oceans and seas growing
ever greater, the European Commission is proposing new EU-wide rules to target the 10 singleuse plastic products most often found on Europe's beaches and seas, as well as lost and
abandoned fishing gear.
Together these constitute 70% of all marine litter items. The new rules are proportionate and
tailored to get the best results. This means different measures will be applied to different
products. Where alternatives are readily available and affordable, single-use plastic products will
be banned from the market. For products without straight-forward alternatives, the focus is on
limiting their use through a national reduction in consumption; design and labeling requirements
and waste management/clean-up obligations for producers. Together, the new rules will put
Europe ahead of the curve on an issue with global implications.
Continue Reading>>
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Industry News
A Common Whip-ping
A Federal Register notice contains the full list of
$200 billion in Chinese imports proposed for an
additional 10 percent duty. Harmonized Tariff
Schedule (HTS) chapters 50-60 (fiber, yarns and
fabrics) cover cordage products. Fiber, yarn, twine,
cord, rope and woven products made of natural,
man-made and steel products are currently
listed. The public comment period on these
proposed tariffs closes on August 17. National
Council of Textile Organizations issued a press
statement on the matter which you can read here

U.S. Census Bureau and the 2017 Economic Census
The Economic Census for 2017 is underway. Conducted by the U.S.
Census Bureau every five years, U.S. businesses are required to
participate by law. The response deadline was June 12, but the
Census Bureau is still accepting submissions.
NCTO strongly urges all companies to complete the Economic
Census because NCTO is reliant on its data to track Value of
Shipments, Capital Expenditures, and other key data for use in
policy discussions with the Executive Branch and Congress and
interactions in with the media and foreign governments.
The Economic Census is the most comprehensive source of information about American
businesses from the national to the local levels. Reports like the gross domestic product (GDP),
national income and product accounts (NIPAs), and producer price index (PPI) are benchmarked
using economic census data. Data compiled are only possible because of the participation of
businesses like yours. Your response makes a difference. Please complete the survey if you
have not done so by clicking on the link below:
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/economic-census/information/get-started.html

'Still Can't Believe It Worked':
The Story of the Thailand Cave Rescue
By Hannah Beech, Richard C. Paddock and Muktita Suharton, New York Times
MAE SAI, Thailand - Improbably enough, most of
the escapes went flawlessly.
But on trip No. 11, to save one of the last soccer
teammates stuck for 18 days deep inside the cave,
something went dangerously wrong.
Rescuers inside an underground chamber felt a tug
on the rope - the sign that one of the 12 boys or
their coach would soon emerge from the flooded
tunnels.
"Fish on," the rescuers signaled, recalled Maj. Charles Hodges of the United States Air Force,
mission commander for the American team on site.
Fifteen minutes went by. Then 60. Then 90.
As the rescuers waited anxiously, a diver navigating the 11th teammate through the underwater
maze lost hold of the guide rope. With visibility near zero, he couldn't find the line again. Slowly,

he backtracked, going deeper into the cave to search for the rope, before the rescue could
resume.
Continue Reading>>

Upcoming Industry Events
Event

Date

Location

Venue

Cordage Institute
Technical Meeting

September 18-19,
2018

Philadelphia PA

Embassy Suites

WSTDA 2018 Fall
Meeting

October 1-3, 2018

Denver, CO

Magnolia Hotel

AWRF 2018 Fall
General Meeting

October 14-17, 2018

San Antonio, TX

Hyatt Regency

OCEANS 2018
Conference

October 22-25, 2018

Charleston, SC

Charleston Area
Convention Center

International Workboat November 28-30, 2018 New Orleans, LA
Show

Ernest N. Morial
Convention Center

OIPEEC Conference
2019

March 12-15, 2019

Amsterdam, Netherlands n/a

AWRF General
Meeting & PIE

April 7-10, 2019

Cleveland, OH

Hilton Cleveland
Downtown

OTC 2019

May 6-9, 2019

Houston, TX

NRG Park

WSTDA 2019 Annual
Meeting

May 6-8, 2019

Cancun, Mexico

Casa Magna Marriott
Resort

Leesburg, VA

Lansdowne Resort &
Spa

Cordage Institute and June 2-5, 2019
EuroCord Joint
Conference
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